An open letter to the Metropolitan Museum of Art and Vogue: Jeff Bezos Helped Create
this Divisive America - Do not honor him.

The US is in the grip of an oligarchy. A tiny circle of the ultra-wealthy - led by Donald Trump and
those who have chosen to align themselves with him - are rewriting the rules of society in their
own interest.

When billionaires like Jeff Bezos align themselves with Trump, they make possible a
concentration of power that not only threatens lives in the US but across the world as well.

While so many of these policies aren’t new, they have been exacerbated under Trump and with
the help of people like Bezos — from families torn apart by ICE raids reportedly enabled by
Amazon's own technology, to a White House emboldened to threaten and carry out military
action against sovereign nations without consequence — including to ‘destroy a whole
civilization’ in Iran — with no accountability. Oligarchy doesn't just buy silence. It buys impunity
and continues to threaten democracy.

Bezos has made his loyalties clear. He has bought and gutted the Washington Post while
reportedly pouring $75 million into a film promoting Melania Trump. He is not just a bystander to
Trump’s administration. He is one of its enablers. This is not philanthropy. This effectively is
influence bought and paid for by Bezos’ pocket change — and the Met Gala is his latest
purchase.

The Met is one of the world's great cultural institutions. Its collection spans centuries of art made
in defiance of power — work that exposed injustice, gave voice to the silenced, and held the
powerful to account.

Vogue has shaped culture and told the world who deserves to be celebrated. To hand that
platform to someone actively helping consolidate authoritarian power is a profound betrayal of
what both institutions purport to stand for.

Yes, the Met Gala is an important fundraiser. But nothing is for free. Two of the world’s most
powerful cultural institutions are being used as tools by this oligarch to launder his public image.

Bezos can afford to pay his fair share. According to the Tax Justice Network, in just the first 2
hours of the Met Gala, Bezos will gain as much as 110 NYC teachers will earn in a year.
Despite his extreme wealth, for decades, Bezos has reportedly avoided tax and exploited his
workers to enrich himself.

Let’s stop celebrating those destroying our countries and humanity itself. We call on you to not
honor Bezos. End the oligarchy. Tax the super rich. Now.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-57383869
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/stories/is-amazon-a-good-place-to-work/
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/stories/is-amazon-a-good-place-to-work/

Signed:

©ONOOO RN =

AbibiNsroma Foundation

Datecuenta

Earth4All

EcoEquity

EverybodyHatesElon

Equality Trust

Family Health Advocates in Nigeria Initiative
Fight Inequality Alliance

Glasgow Actions Team

Greenpeace International

Hajara Dan-Musa

Hope Givers Foundation

Manica Youth Assembly

MENA Fem Movement For Economic, Development And Ecological Justice
Miwani Social Justice and Information Centre
Millionaires for Humanity

Patriotic Millionaires UK

Patriotic Millionaires US

Plataforma por la Justicia Fiscal

Public Services International

Rumbo Colectivo

Sustainable Strategic Solutions

Strong Economy For All Coalition

Svein Tveitdal

Tax Justice Network

Taxmenow - Initiative fur Steuergerechtigkeit e.V.
Tax the Greedy Billionaires

Transparency and Accountability in Totality Initiative - Followtaxes
UK Stop Trump Coalition

United for Respect

War on Want

Youth for Change Movement



